Prescription Charges: Who pays? Who doesn’t?

The majority of NHS prescriptions are written for people exempt from charges but concessions are not always used, often because patients do not know about them. Prescription charges (see inside back cover) may reduce the use of prescribed drugs.'

Important exemptions apply to: 
· certain age groups

· pregnant women and those with a young baby • many benefits recipients

· people on low incomes

· people with certain medical conditions

Keep a copy of 'NHS Prescriptions' (Department of Health ~~ leaflet Ill I, from GPs' surgeries and pharmacies) handy.
Routes to free prescriptions

Use the table below to establish whether your patient can get free prescriptions. If more than one applies, use the first one.

	Criterion
	Notes

	In-patient
	All NITS prescriptions (including discharge prescriptions and 'to take outs') are free. No action needed.

	Patient aged over 60 or under 16
Patient aged 16-18 and in full-time education
Patient or family receiving:
Income Support, income-based Jobseeker's Allow​ance, Family Credit. Disability Working Allowance, Prescription for contraception
	patient should tick the appropriate box on the back of the ordinary NHS prescription form and sign it. No other action needed.

	pregnant women


	Patient should use form FW8, available from midwives, health visitors and GPs' surgeries.

	Women who have had a baby in the last 12 months


	If patient didn't use FW8 (above)
when pregnant, she should use the form in Department of Health leafIet Ill I (NHS Prescriptions from GP's surgeries, hospitals, pharmacies and the local Benefits Agency)

	People with the following conditions:

· diabetes mellitus (unless diet-controlled only)

· myxoedema and other conditions requiring supplemental thyroid hormone

· epilepsy requiring continuous anticonvulsants

· a permanent fistula (eg ileostomy laryngostomy) requiring dressing or an appliance

· hypoadrenalisim (including Addi​son's) requiring replacement therapy

· diabetes insipidus and other forms of hypopituitarism

· hypoparathyroidism

· myasthenia gravis

· unable to go out without the help of another person due to a con​tinuing physical disability
	Patient should use form FP92A (EC92A in Scotland) from GPs' surgeries, hospitals and pharmacies.

This needs a doctor's signature (once only)

	War and MoD pensioners, for prescriptions relating to their pensionable disability
	Patients can apply through their War Office or the War Pensions Agency, Norcross, Blackpool, FY5 3WP, or telephone (01253) 858 858.

	People with a low income and less than £8,000 in savings

People with a pending application for:

· Income Support

· income-based Jobseeker's Allowance

· Family Credit

· • Disability Working Allowance
	Patient should apply for the NHS Low Income Scheme with form HCI (previously AGI), from GPs' surgeries, pharmacies, den​tists, opticians and local Benefits Agencies. 

Students are eligible and benefits (which include opticians' and dentists' charges) extend to other members of the family. If uncertain, apply anyway.

	
	


Other ways of reducing prescription charges

· Prescription season tickets may be an economy. The threshold is more than five prescriptions in four months or more than fourteen per year. Application form FP95 (EC95 in Scotland) is available from pharmacies and post offices.

· Consider prescribing larger quantities, which may reduce the cost to the patient.

· When the actual cost of the medication is less than the NHS prescription charge, some doctors write a private prescription (and, if necessary, prescribing the cheapest drug that will work); you should not charge NHS patients for this.

